Megadolichobasilar artery and acute cerebrovascular pathology.
Sixteen patients with a megadolichobasilar artery and acute cerebrovascular symptoms are reported. All were explored by computerized tomography and vertebral angiography. Nine had transient ischaemic attacks or definitive ischaemic lesions, whereas 7 had subarachnoid or intracerebral haemorrhage. Among the patients with ischaemic troubles, vertebro-basilar insufficiency and pontine infarction were the most common clinico-radiological findings. Among the patients with intracranial haemorrhage, 4 had associated aneurysms or arteriovenous malformations, while 3 had subarachnoid or intracerebral haemorrhage with no vascular malformations on the angiograms. The possible relationships between the megadolichobasilar anomaly and the cerebral ischaemic or haemorrhagic pathologies are discussed also from a review of the pertinent literature.